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New Outbreaks Seen In West Prince Area 
BY ROY TURNER 

Guardian-Patriot Staff Writer 
SUMMERSIDE – New outbreaks caused by wind-
fanned embers mushroomed over a wide area of 
Western Prince County Thursday, adding to the 
already heavy demands on fire fighters and 
officials. 
 The new fires flared up in several sections along 
the Western road between Springhill and Inverness 
and in the Murray Road-Foxley River area, while 
brisk winds renewed the vigor of fires that have 
been burning north of Tyne Valley, at Freeland, 
Conway and Black Banks. 
 The fires at Black Banks and Inverness burned 
fiercely in wooded areas during the afternoon and 
the Black Banks fire was continuing to rage late 
last night. 
 For twelve days it’s been a never ending battle 
against the rampaging flames with several 
communities in danger almost daily but mercifully 
saved by the super-human efforts of the men 
manning the fire lines. 
 

“NO END UNTIL RAIN” 
 “There’s a tremendous area of fire, but there’s still 
a tremendous area of woodland.  I can see no end 
until rain comes.”  This was the appraisal of civil 
defence coordinator Major. O.R. Simons, after he 
completed an aerial survey of the fire situation 
yesterday afternoon. 
 Major Simons was accompanied in the Otter 
aircraft from Greenwood by Lt.-Col. J.B. Ussher 
who will be in command of the army troops from 
Camp Gagetown, the first contingent of which were 
expected to arrive late last night, and Gordon Bell 
who is in charge of the fire fighting. 
 Major Simons added that the fires generally can be 
contained unless very high winds sweep the area. 
 Some fire fighters have been on duty for several 
days without a break, declining to leave their post or 
take a rest, and working tirelessly with little sleep to 
comfort their weary bodies. 

 Farmers in the area have been assisting in the fire 
fighting effort, many of whom are urgently needed 
at home to help with the harvest. 
 Yesterday winds were from a northerly direction, 
the opposite to the previous day, and several fires 
backtracked threatening areas along the Western 
Road near Inverness.  At the intersection of the 
MacNeill’s Mills Road and the Western Highway 
the service station owned by Wendell Phillips and 
nearby buildings and the home of Reginald 
Campbell were in danger but the flames were 
controlled within yards of the buildings. 
 Mrs. Campbell said her family had moved out of 
their home four times since the fire originally 
threatened their home ten days ago due to the 
chance of winds causing the fires to backtrack. 
 However authorities yesterday asked those who 
have been evacuated to remain where they are until 
requested to move back home. 
 

VISITS MADE 
 Dr. O.H. Phillips, federal member for Prince, 
visited the area again yesterday and expressed his 
pleasure at the excellent organization that is 
immediately noticeable at control headquarters.  
Mr. Phillips said he was very grateful to the men 
who have worked long, weary hours on the fire 
lines, on equipment and driving trucks, etc. 
 Premier Walter R. Shaw and Education Minister 
Dr. L.G. Dewar also visited the fire area yesterday. 
 Major Simons said last night a helicopter from 
Greenwood would arrive today and stand by at fire 
headquarters in Ellerslie for use in reconnaissance 
and intelligence work and perhaps for picking up 
emergency equipment if needed. 
 The helicopter will be under the command of 
Major Simons. 
 The control centre which has been located in the 
Ellerslie Legion Home will be moved to an 
operational trailer which will be situated next to the 
Legion. 
 The trailer is being supplied by the RCAF. 
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Fair Receipts To Help Fire Victims  
 Ten per cent of the gate receipts at the Egmont Bay and Mont Carmel Exhibition, 
which will be held tomorrow, will be given to the Ellerslie Legion Disaster fund.  This 
was decided at a recent meeting of the Exhibition association.  The fair will be opened 
by Premier W.R. Shaw at two o’clock and is a one-day show. 
 Apart from this announcement, donations to this important fund have been slow in 
coming in.  The treasurer, Mr. Dane Crosby, reports a $100 donation from Senator 
George Barbour and $153 in smaller amounts.   These are all that have come in addition 
to those announced last week which include Summerside Legion, $1,000; Ellerslie 
Legion, $500; Borden Legion, $500; The Journal-Pioneer, $200. 
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CARD OF THANKS 
The women of Tyne Valley wish to thank all those who so 
generously contributed both food and time to help them in their 
work of serving meals and lunches to the fire fighters, while their 
community was threatened by forest fires. 
 
  The Women of Tyne Valley 
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Fed. Fisheries Minister Sees ‘Fires Contained’ 
 

SUMMERSIDE BUREAU 
OF THE GUARDIAN 

 Following an inspection tour of the fire area in 
west Prince county yesterday morning Fisheries 
Minister Angus MacLean told a Guardian reporter 
that the fires appeared to be well contained and as 
far as could be seen everything possible is being 
done to prevent further loss of homes and property. 
 Mr. MacLean said he saw very pleased with the 
organization of the various services and all appeared 
to be well co-ordinated. 
 He commended the armed services who he said 
“are doing an excellent job,” and paid tribute to Civil 
Defence, Red Cross, Legion and all other 
organizations and individuals who are playing a 
part in fighting the fires. 
 Queried regarding federal assistance Mr. MacLean 
said that Eastern army command had been 
authorized to supply army personnel and equipment 
as needed. 
 Insofar as financial aid is concerned he said the 
losses would have to be assessed following the fire, 
and if the cost is beyond the resources of the various 
services and the provincial government, then aid 
would possibly be forthcoming. 

 
 Mr. MacLean expressed sympathy to those who 
have lost their homes and other properties and 
stated he would have visited the area earlier but for 
a speaking engagement in Ottawa Thursday night 
when he addressed the international conference of 
physicists. 
 Mr. MacLean was accompanied on the plane trip 
from Ottawa by his executive assistant, John 
Smethurst and newsmen. 
 Federal member for Prince County, Orville H. 
Phillips and Major. O.R. Simons, civil defence 
head, accompanied the minister on the fire tour. 

COST OF FIRES TO BE PROBED 
 A committee to examine into and report on the cost 
to the province of combating forest fires in Prince 
Edward Island was set up during a meeting of the 
Executive Council yesterday. 
 Comprising the committee will be personnel of the 
departments of provincial secretary, welfare and 
labour, public works and of forestry. 
 It is believed the costs into which the committee 
will inquire will include such matters as damage to 
fire fighting equipment on loan to the government 
for the emergency. 
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Big Improvement Is Seen 
In Province’s Forest Fires 

Woods Travel Restriction Is Seen Likely For Future 
BY RALPH CAMERON 

Guardian-Patriot Staff Writer 
 That a brand-new type of legislation in this 
province may be expected when the Legislature next 
meets is a foregone conclusion. 
 The desperate fire situation now existing makes a 
new type of law almost mandatory if people and 
property are to be protected. 
 It is believed possible the Legislature will be asked 
to approve a bill giving the government the power in 
emergencies, such as now exist, to ban all woods 
travelling regardless of the fact that the woods may 
be private and not government property. 
 It does not possess such authority at present and as 
a result a large amount of property, and possibly 
many lives, are endangered and the attorney general 
is powerless to act. 
 Attention has been focused on the point in recent 
days by the presence in privately owned woodlands 
of crews of men cutting pulpwood.  
 Their use of power saws in the cutting and of 
small fires in preparing meals is felt to create an 
unnecessary hazard in areas tinder dry from a long 
summer with no rain. 
 Late this week a resident of Kings County 
telephoned to this city to complain of such a crew in 
Eastern Kings.  He felt the danger of sparks flying 
from power saws in operation could create a serious 
fire threat. 

Attorney General R.R. Bell, when questioned 
about possible action said the government had done 
everything in its power to lessen the danger by 
compelling evacuation of all parks and camping 
sites under its jurisdiction. 

 Though possibly considered drastic by camping 
tourists, the action was felt necessary in order to 
prevent any possibility of starting fires which might 
get out of control. 
 

POWERLESS 
 However, the attorney general noted he was 
powerless to prevent people from camping or even 
starting fires on their private property even when 
such property consisted of sometimes deep woods. 
 Freely discussed informally by a group of lawyers 
this week, it was noted they were in unanimous 
agreement that authority to control movement in all 
woodlands should be held by the government for 
emergency use. 
 The situation here was compared to that in the 
neighboring provinces of Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick where woods travel has been banned on 
many past occasions. 
 However, the governments there do possess such 
authority as vast wooded territories in both 
provinces are Crown lands. The question of whether 
the Federal government could step in here was also 
raised, but it was agreed that this could only happen 
in the event of a national emergency, not a local one. 
 

WOULD BE LIABLE 
 But there was one point on which every one of the 
lawyers agreed and that was that in the event of a 
fire starting through action of any owner on his own 
property such owner would be liable for all damages 
caused to neighboring woods or property owned by 
others. 
 Through civil action he might find himself 
responsible for large-scale payments of damages. 
 At the present time this appears to be the sole 
weapon fellow landowners have against the careless 
or thoughtless owner of woodlands. 

Minister Asks People To Stay Out Of 
Woods 
 An appeal to all Islanders to ‘please stay out of the 
woods’ was issued last night by Hon. Leo Rossister, 
minister of industry and natural resources and 
fisheries. 
 Deeply concerned with the fire situation across the 
province, the Minister said: 
 “I am appealing to the people for their own good.  
In my department, and in fact every other 
department of government, we have done everything 
possible to lessen the danger of new fires being 
started.” 
 “We closed provincial parks and picnic sites 
because we own them and could do it.  But we do not 
own the woodlots on the Island and cannot control 
movements of owners on their own property because 
we lack the necessary legislation.” 
 “However, if the people who own these woodlots 
would only realize that this terrific fire damage 
could happen to them as well, I believe they would 
willingly refrain from using the woods at this time. 
 “Already,” the Minister added, “far too much of 
our Island has been laid waste and great amounts of 
timberlands lost to us for many years to come.  It 
will be a long time before Prince and Kings 
Counties recover from this great toll on their 
natural resources.” 
 

URGENT APPEAL 
 In asking all woodland owners not to use their 
land now and particularly not to use power saws for 
cutting or to start even small picnic fires, the 
Minister pointed out the real danger involved was 
that such fires can easily get beyond control. 
 As it is now, he said, “we have only so many fire 
fighters and so much equipment and when we have 
to try to battle the blaze on too many fronts we are 
bound to suffer in efficiency.  And loss of efficiency 
could be fatal to us.” 
 “Already too many homes and buildings have been 
lost,” he stated as he again reminded Islanders in 
every part of the province that it is now part of their 
task to see that so far as humanly possible they help 
prevent the start of any more fires. 
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Weekend Quiet Reported On Western Fire Front 
SUMMERSIDE BUREAU 

OF THE GUARDIAN 
 The army have taken over fire fighting duties from 
the RCAF in the fire fronts in Prince County where 
activity over the weekend was relatively quiet, with 
no homes or buildings lost. 
 The Red Cross first aid post at the control centre 
in Ellerslie concluded their last shift at midnight 
and left the area. 
 Almost overnight the Army have established camp 
headquarters at Tyne Valley where a sizable village 
of tents is located at the top of the hill on the road 
leading to Ellerslie.  Here the mobile units of the 
Royal Canadian Dragoons, numbering about 500 
men from Camp Gagetown, operate as a fire fighting 
group in what is probably the largest army 
manoeuvre of its kind in the history of the Island. 
 

MINOR FIRES 
 Yesterday afternoon a tour of the area indicated 
that minor fires are still smouldering in hundreds 
of places throughout the districts already swept by 
fires, and civil defence co-ordinator Major O.R. 
Simons said if winds should rise again before the 
fall of more rain, the situation would be serious 
because “it would not take much to start the fires 
again.” 
 Major Simons and his group are still in charge of 
the administrative side of the fire fighting program, 
with Gordon Bell directing the use of the heavy 
equipment. 
 The RCMP are sill maintaining the area fire 
patrols and radio communication with the dispatch 
centre which they maintain in the RCAF mobile 
trailer office beside the co-ordination centre at 
Ellerslie.  Here too the department of highways 
have established a trailer office through which they 
record and control the use of trucks and fire 
fighting equipment. 
 An army trailer beside the dispatch centre and the 
co-ordination headquarters maintains constant 
radio communication with their headquarters at 
Tyne Valley and with their many radio equipped 

mobile vehicles which transport and assist the army 
men in their fire fighting activities. 
 RCAF personnel leaving the area yesterday 
expressed deep appreciation for the work done by 
women volunteers at the control centre in Ellerslie 
and in a restaurant in Tyne Valley, where women 
volunteers provided service in the preparing and 
serving of food on an around-the-clock basis. 
 

EQUIPMENT LIST 
 The urgent demands of the critical fire situation 
over the past two weeks has left at least some items 
unaccounted.  In the change of fire fighters, items 
were abandoned or lost in the excitement and 
necessities of fire fighting and the work of rounding 
up equipment and tabulating the shortages may take 
a few days. 
 The Red Cross yesterday were still hoping for the 
recovery of some blankets, mattresses, and other 
items that were issued for the comfort of fire 
fighters and never returned. 
 While having no connection with these missing 
items, the sense of humor of fire fighters was 
evident yesterday on an evacuated home near Port 
Hill station, where fire fighters had established a 
sort of base near the fires in that area. 

Across the front of the house that had itself been 
saved only by determined efforts of the fire fighters, 
someone had placed a huge card board sign reading 
“MacKenzie’s Fire Sale”, and with the front porch 
and lawn lined with “bargains” of “portable field 
lamp batteries, 2 for 98 cents”, “slightly used 
clothing, 50 cents to $1.25”, “well used shovels, 98 
cents”, an airforce “stake truck, at $198.00”, 
someone’s nice 1958 car, tagged “undamaged, at 
$450”, and “portable fire extinguishers – one for 
every building!” 
 With the tension of fire fighting lessened, the 
control centre also could enjoy a bit of humor, as 
indicated by a sheet of paper pinned to the wall with 
a large black dot in the center of a circle, and 
printed below, the words “panic button.” 
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Provincial Government Faces Huge 
Problems In Aftermath of Bush Fires 

By Hartwell Daley 
 CHARLOTTETOWN – With fires dying out in Prince and Kings Counties,  an 
overwhelming number of problems are appearing here in the capital.   The problems are 
the aftermath of a hectic and hurried effort to meet the greatest single disaster ever to 
hit P.E.I.  The list of problems is long and will engage the best efforts of the cabinet 
and department officials for weeks to come. 
 

 The Hon. Philip Matheson told The Journal-
Pioneer this morning that during the emergency a 
great many things had to be done for which no 
advance provision had been made.  Among the 
things that had to be faced were recruiting of fire 
fighters, the securing of pumps and equipment, 
extremely heavy telephone bills and the purchase of 
huge quantities of food.  Mr. Matheson says that as 
the calls for help mounted twenty-four hours a day 
while the crisis was on there was not time to quibble 
over minor points.  Help was needed and needed 
fast. And wherever possible, help was sent as 
speedily as possible. 
 Briefly, from the cabinet’s standpoint the situation 
is this: bills are being presented for a variety of 
things.  Some sort of relief program has got to be put 
into action.  And as of the moment there is anything 
but a complete picture of either the bills that will 
come in or the extent of the relief program that will 
be necessary. 
 Deputy Minister of Public Works Gordon White 
is gradually listing the problems that have to be 
faced.  At the moment his list includes, among other 
things, such items as: equipment to be returned or 
paid for; personnel that was hired to be paid; a huge 
gasoline bill; bills from truckers who used their 
trucks; pumps that were hired swiftly; food bills; 
cities, towns and villages that provided services and 
equipment; expenses due in the air force and the 
army; obligations to the Red Cross; telephone bills. 
 Mr. Matheson says that overshadowing even these 
matters is the great debt of gratitude owed to the 
hundreds of men and women who gave their time, 
effort and material to aid in the fight against the 
fires.  He says that no one will ever know the true 
account of what these volunteer sacrifices meant. 

 Among the more pressing problems to be met is one 
involving pumps.  Dozens of pumps were literally 
commandeered for use.  Many of them were new and 
were provided immediately with no questions asked.  
Now the people who provided them are getting them 
back.  They are no longer new but have been 
subjected to rough treatment, including salt water.  
The government is probably going to consider 
buying most of this equipment.  Being carefully 
weeded are legitimate claims as over and against 
those that have no foundation. 
 In a last ditch effort to get additional men, an 
appeal was made of men with the assurance of pay 
at the rate of 75 cents an hour.  These men were 
needed badly at critical moments and they will get 
their pay. 
 But here again there are problems.  The province 
has no budget for hiring such help.  There was no 
other way.  Now the cabinet must take the necessary 
steps to meet this responsibility.  Last week when 
the crisis was at its hottest no questions were asked.  
The men were provided.  Now the question is, “Who 
authorized such a move?” But this is of little 
consequence.  Just another problem that will have to 
be met. 
 On Mr. White’s desk is a partial list of the 
organizations, both public and private, that made a 
maximum effort to fight the fires.  Thus far there 
are 35 on the list and it is growing.  Mr. Matheson 
agrees that the best was done that was humanly 
possible and that any problems remaining are small 
compared to what would have happened if the effort 
had not been made. 
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Moonshiners Are Blamed 
For Forest Fires On Island 

Cause Is Known In 11 Fire Areas 
Moonshiners and their operation of country stills 

are the known cause of 11 of the 28 fires the forestry 
division of this province was called on to fight this 
year, it was stated by the department of industry and 
natural resources yesterday. 

 During their fire fighting, forestry division 
officials uncovered 11 stills which they state were 
directly responsible for the 11 fires in the area 
where they were found P.A. Murnaghan, deputy 
minister, said. 
 One of the fires is reported to have resulted from 
an attempt to burn out a wasp’s nest and at least 
some of the remainder are suspected to have been the 
work of arsonists. 
 

200 SQUARE MILES 
 Worst of the fires was in Western Prince County 
and extended over an area estimated around 200 
square miles.  This estimate may prove low when an 
accurate picture is finally made. 
 At present Chief Forester J. Frank Gaudet, now in 
charge of fire operations in Prince County, will not 
guess at the extent of the damage.  However, he 
stated that when the fire danger is over he will 
prepare a map covering fire areas which will present 
an exact picture of the districts involved and 
territory covered. 

 Naming of Mr. Gaudet to direct operations in 
Prince was announced by Hon. Leo Rossiter, 
minister of industry and natural resources. 
 The minister said that Orin Simons, co-ordinator 
of civil defence, had returned to this city to work 
with the other members of a committee recently 
named by the government to assess the fire damage. 
 Other members of the committee are P.A. 
Murnaghan, deputy minister under Mr. Rossiter; R. 
Gordon White, deputy minister of public works and 
highways; and W.W. Reid, deputy minister of 
welfare. 
 

TO CALL WITNESSES 
 They will have the authority to call in witnesses to 
aid in the decisions they will make and conclusions 
they will reach. 
 Prince County was under control though it still 
flares up occasionally.  He said that four pumpers 
were still standing by but a really heavy rain was 
needed badly. 
 Both the Minister and his deputy paid tribute to 
the work of the forestry division under Mr. Gaudet 
in combating so many fires in one season. 
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Organization Starts to Disband As 
Rain Continues to Fall 

 Hopes are high today that the fire menace will be a thing of the past in west Prince by 
tomorrow morning and steps are already being taken to reduce the size of the fire 
fighting organization on the job.  Most of the duties have been taken over by the army. 
 Ever since the first rain shower on Friday broke 
the dry spell, the fires have been less threatening.  
Saturday morning a heavy shower was experienced 
and early this morning there were two showers.  As 
of noon a light rain was falling and it was expected 
that rain will continue to fall until tomorrow 
morning by which time it is hoped the fires will 
have all been extinguished. 
 This morning the Ellerslie headquarters reported 
that only one alarm had been sent in.  This had 
come from the Western Road and it was only smoke 
from a smouldering fire.  A twice daily helicopter 
patrol is carried out over the area and the report 
from yesterday’s afternoon patrol is to the effect that 
the only place a blaze was spotted was in the Black 
Banks area. 
 The Red Cross Disaster organization ceased to 
function in the area as of midnight last night and 
the feeding of civilian workers was taken over by the 
Department of Welfare under the supervision of 
Brigadier W.W. Reid, the deputy minister.  It was 
stressed this morning by Mrs. Cudmore, Red Cross 
commissioner, that the Red Cross disaster 
organization stands ready to return to duty on three-

hour notice.  The mobile first aid units have been 
removed and the feeding centers at Foxley River and 
Tyne Valley have been closed down.  However, a 
first aid post is maintained at headquarters and 
there are other posts in the area. 
 Many of the civilian fire fighters are leaving as 
the army assumes more and more of the 
responsibility.  The army has taken over the job of 
dispatching from the RCMP although the Mounties 
are still providing mobile communication and are 
patrolling the roads. 
 The area was still sealed off this morning except 
for emergency travelling and the army provost men 
are still on duty at the road entrances to the area. 
 The job is becoming one of cleaning up.  Some of 
the heavy equipment will be kept in the area to level 
off rough ground where fire-breaks were made and 
in general to leave the area as tidy as possible.  Men 
from the militia groups on the job are scouring the 
area salvaging equipment which had been scattered 
about due to the need to work as fast as possible 
without regard to details.  Some equipment will 
probably never be found. 

 

Firefighting Chores Help Troops Gain 
On The Spot Experience 

 TYNE VALLEY - Troop participation in 
firefighting activities here has given 500 soldiers 
from Camp Gagetown their first on-the-spot 
experience in the latest responsibility assigned to the 
Canadian Army – national survival. 
 The smooth-working contingent from The Royal 
Canadian Dragoons encamped here has shown that 
a mobile, disciplined force, equipped to operate 
independently, greatly augments heavily-burdened 
civilian agencies. 
 The army, with its command and organizational 
structure and long-range communications facilities, 
is the only readily-available source in the country 
that can be tapped in disasters and extreme 
emergencies.  This newly-acquired role is in 
addition to the peace-preserving contributions to 
NATO and the UN in Europe, Asia and Africa. 
 Although the task of troops in western P.E.I. 
amounted to little more than a routine military 
manoeuvre, officers and men did get a slight taste of 
the mechanics of working hand-in-hand with 
civilian authorities.  The lessons learned, no matter 
how superficial in nature, could be applied in 
principle to any disaster, whether it’s fire, flood or 
nuclear attack. 
 The task of training, equipping and maintaining a 
force in the field is all inherent in the soldiering 
profession.  But in addition to keeping the 
operational capabilities of arms and service units up 
to peak efficiency, the army now has to be prepared 
to coordinate the operations of the three services 
when performing a national survival role. 
 The peacetime aim the Canadian Army is trying to 
achieve, according to Maj.-Gen. M.P. Bogert, 
general officer commanding Eastern Command, is 
“to be trained and fit to go to war today if called, or 

at the very latest, tomorrow.”  The same criterion 
applies at home wherever an emergency is brought 
about either by natural causes or enemy action. 
 In the Ellerslie-Tyne Valley operation on P.E.I., 
units and detachments of seven of the army’s 15 
corps were represented on the ground.  The majority 
of the 500-man force came from The Royal 
Canadian Dragoons, but smaller components had an 
essential supporting role to perform to make the 
contingent an effective, closely-knit team. 
 Sappers of the Royal Canadian Engineers moved 
in with their heavy equipment and explosives and 
Royal Canadian Signals personnel manned and 
operated wireless and line communications that kept 
the components of the force in contact with each 
other and with higher headquarters and civilian 
organizations. 
 Royal Canadian Army Service Corps troops 
delivered rations, petrol, oil and lubricants and 
operated field kitchens for both army and civilian 
firefighters.  A small detachment from the Royal 
Canadian Army Medical Corps looked after the 
health needs of the troops, as well as established a 
liaison with civilian medical authorities. 
 Artificers of the Royal Canadian Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineers contributed their know-how 
in maintaining vehicles, wireless sets and heavy 
equipments. 
 But the soldiers who perhaps worked closest with 
civilian agencies and the general public were service 
policemen of the Canadian Provost Corps.  They 
were the first outside troops to arrive in the province 
and earned warm praise from RCMP and provincial 
authorities for their assistance in the problem of 
controlling traffic in a disaster area. 
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BURNING ACTIVELY 

Fires Stil l  Menacing West Prince; 
Constant Watch Is Maintained 

 The forest fire situation in West Prince is still far 
from the point where it can be considered no longer 
a menace, and active fires are still burning, though 
under control, at several points, Major Orin Simons, 
P.E.I. Civil Defence Co-ordinator, said this 
morning. 
 Both Major Simons and Lt. Col. J. S. Ussher, 
commanding the 440-man contingent of Royal 
Canadian Dragoons which is on fire fighting duty, 
confirmed that only a downpour of rain could bring 
an end to the threat. 
 Gordon Bell, the provincial director of fire 
fighting, was due to arrive at the Tyne Valley army 
establishment around noon today, and was to make 
an aerial reconnaissance of the entire area in 
company with Major Simons and Colonel Ussher.  
The latter said it is not known yet how long the 
Dragoons will be encamped in the fire region, and 
the order to move out will depend upon the decision 
of the provincial government as to when the threat 
has diminished sufficiently. 
 Throughout the entire big area of blackened 
woodland, surface and underground fires are 
smouldering and smoke is visible at many points.  
Fires are burning actively in the Northam-
Springhill area, and around Inverness and Enmore.  
There are also fires in the Murray Road and Black 
Banks areas, but these are not considered serious as 
they are located on ground that has already been 
burned over with the exception of some skipped 
patches. 

 The operation now is one of continual vigilance, 
Major Simons said.  Army men, civilian volunteers 
and provincial government employees are 
immediately available to handle minor outbreaks 
and other equipment is being maintained on a 
stand-by basis should it be needed. 
 The Civil Defence headquarters at Ellerslie now 
has been temporarily abandoned and it no longer is 
the scene of bustling emergency action as it was 
during the height of the fire.  Major Simons has 
moved his headquarters to the Army encampment at 
Tyne Valley and from there keeps in constant touch 
with the situation throughout the region. 
 

Truck Burned In Sudden Fire Flare 
 Army firefighters were flown by helicopter from 
Tyne Valley to Poplar Grove about six o’clock last 
evening to deal with a straw stack blaze that was 
threatening a wooded area which previously had 
been untouched by the raging West Prince forest 
fires. 
 A truck owned by farmer Ira Banks was destroyed 
in the flash fire, which occurred when the truck 
backfired setting fire to a straw stack which had 
been left after threshing operations. 
 The fire fighters, equipped with back pumps, were 
able to confine the flames and prevented their 
spread to nearby woodlands. 

 
 
 

	  


